
Your Wedding and the Impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

First of all let me say how sorry we are that your wedding days are being disrupted 

by the outbreak of Coronavirus, but we know that the measures the government, 

followed by the Church authorities, are taking are vital to prevent the spread of the 

virus and to limit loss of life as far as humanly possible, and sadly this must surely 

take priority. 

 

Secondly, our guidance at the moment is that, although regular Sunday services are 

suspended until further notice, we can still carry out wedding ceremonies, provided 

all the legal requirements are in place – this is a big proviso – the Government 

requires that numbers at a ceremony must be ’strictly curtailed’ to the legal minimum 

of 5 attendees and no more. There can therefore only be the officiating minister, 

yourselves and 2 witnesses present. There can be no guests at all in attendance at 

the church. 

 

Thirdly, there are now legal implications which will impact on when and how we can 

get you wed which you need to be aware of, discuss between yourselves, then with 

your officiating minister and the Court, if that’s where you are holding your reception.  

In order to explain this fully, I need to go over how we normally get folk legally wed. 

 

Church Weddings – the Legal Framework. 

 

This has two strands to it – where you are entitled to marry and how we as Church of 

England ministers are enabled to marry you. 

 

Where you are entitled to marry 

Everyone has the right to be married in their parish of residence in England.  If you 

are not marrying in the parish where you live, you have to establish a qualifying 

connection to the parish in which you wish to marry. 

 

These qualifying connections can take various specified forms – if you were baptised 

or confirmed in the parish, if a parent or grandparent was married in the parish, if a 

parent has lived, or habitually attended public worship in the parish for a period of at 

least 6 months – all of these mean you have a qualifying connection to our parishes 

and we can marry you. 

 

However, the vast majority of our couples establish a qualifying connection to our 

parishes by habitually attending public worship in our parishes in the six months 

leading up to the wedding day.  The problem with this being that as public worship is 

currently suspended, you are unable to attend and so cannot establish the 

necessary qualifying connection. 

 

The good news on this front is that legal advice from the Diocese is that the words 

“has habitually attended public worship”  should be read as if it means “has attended 

public worship on at least six occasions in the last six months, or would have done 



so if not prevented by illness or other sufficient cause.“  I think I can safely say that 

Rev Julie and I would both consider suspension of services due to Coronavirus as 

sufficient cause! 

 

This means that those of you who have already completed your attendance, and 
those of you who have started it and been interrupted by the suspension of services 
are still qualified to marry in our churches.  Obviously, if we are able to resume 
services before your big day, we would want you to resume attending, but if that’s 
not possible, it doesn’t look like that will be an insuperable obstacle......which leads 
me on to part two of the legal process.... 
 
How we get you legally wed 
 

In the normal scheme of things, we are legally entitled to marry you in a Church of 

England church through the publication of banns.  However, banns can only be 

published during the principal service of public worship in a parish church on a 

Sunday.  And we don’t have one of those at the moment, and don’t know when we 

will be able to resume them.  So, as long as the suspension of services lasts, we 

can’t marry you by banns.   

 

Options 

 

Common Licence 

If you have a qualifying connection to the Church as per above you can apply for a 

Common Licence to marry with us.  This will require you to appear either before our 

diocesan registrar in Worcester or one of his surrogates who are around the diocese, 

complete an application form and confirm on oath that there is no impediment to your 

forthcoming marriage.  Under current circumstances it will take between 7 and 14 

days for our legal team to complete the necessary paperwork. 

 

Common Licences are valid for 3 months from the date when you swear your oath, 

and there is an additional cost which is normally £200 but for weddings booked for 

April, May or June will be £60. 

 

Banns, on resumption of services 

Once services resume, it will take us 3 weeks to read your banns, so provided 

services resume say 4 weeks before your wedding day, that will give us and your 

home church enough time to read your banns.  However, as no one knows when 

services will be able to resume, this is a high-risk strategy! 

 

Civil Ceremony followed by a Blessing in Church 

This is the ultimate fallback option, in which you are legally married by the registrar in 

a civil ceremony at the Court, and then come over to the Church where we conduct a 

blessing of your marriage which is as similar to a full wedding as we can make it.  

 

 

 



Conclusion 

Apologies for the longwindedness of this document, but I needed to explain the legal 

ramifications fully so that you could understand the problem.  Here’s what I’d say the 

important takeaways are for our wedding couples; 

 

Weddings booked for Aprll, May or June 

• If your wedding is booked for April, May or June with us, and you want to be 

able to have guests at your ceremony, you will either need to consider 

postponing it til later in the year, or moving it to next year.  

• Check with your reception venue if they will still be open and, if so, how many 

guests they will be able to accommodate. It may be that even though you can 

have the wedding ceremony in church (although without any guests) you will 

not be able to have a reception at the venue you have chosen. Again, if that’s 

the case you will either need to consider postponing it til later in the year, or 

moving it to next year. 

• If you still want to go ahead with a scaled down ceremony and we have 

already read your banns, we are good to go. 

• If you still want to go ahead with a scaled down ceremony and we haven’t 

been able to read your banns, you will need to go down the Common Licence 

route. 

 

Weddings booked for July onward 

 

It is impossible to say where we are going to be up to with Coronavirus in 3 months 

time, so 

• If we are able to resume services, and read your banns for 3 weeks before 

your wedding date, we will be able to marry you. 

• If we aren’t able to resume services and read banns, that means social 

distancing will still be in force, and the same considerations will apply as for 

April, May, June weddings above. 

 

Only you will know whether you are prepared to continue to go ahead with your 

original date, on the basis that you may well have to have a very much scaled down 

ceremony or would be happier postponing your wedding.  If Julie or I can be of any 

help to you during that decision making process, we are very happy to do all that we 

can to help and advise you of the legal parameters, but the final decision on that can 

only be yours. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your families at this very difficult time.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us via email or phone if you need to discuss any of 

this.  We realise it is a lot to take in at a worrying time. 

 

Rev’d Julie James     Rev Anthea Elston 

Tel: 01531 651795     Tel:  01684 833 278 

julie.m.james@btinternet.com   revanth@eightoaks.com 


