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Maundy Thursday 9th April 2020 

 

 

 

 

Welcome: 

This short act of worship is for you to take part at home if you can. 

Through this Holy Week and the Coronavirus pandemic, we journey on 

together. During our time together, we are going to re-tell the events of 

Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples, up and until He was arrested. 

                                                             

 

Prepare beforehand: - 

(If you are sitting at a table, have a candle, some biscuits, cracker 

or a piece of bread, a glass of red juice or whatever you have to 

hand/ glass of red wine if you prefer. Something to write with on 

pieces of paper. Make notes on the paper during the next few days 

of how we are and also how we can be ‘serving’ others.) 

Opening 

(The candle is lit-if safe!) 

All: We light this candle to remember that Jesus said, ‘For where 

two or three gather in my name, there I am with them’. (Matthew 

18:20) 

Lord Jesus, you are welcome. 

There were no servants at the Passover Meal. Jesus served his 

disciples by washing their feet. 
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Prayer 

ALL: Lord Jesus, as we remember the events of Maundy Thursday, 

draw us closer to you, Inspire us with your love. You served Your 

disciples by washing their feet. You served all by giving up your life 

on the cross. 

Help us to love like you. 

Help us to give ourselves away to others. 

Fill us with Your Spirit and give us Your strength to serve. 

Amen. 

During the Passover Meal, Jesus told His disciples that they were going 

to do wrong things. We take a few moments now to think of those things 

we have done which may have been wrong 

(silence) 

Confession -Let us say together 

Lord Jesus, please forgive us for the wrong things that we have 

done. 

Thank you that You came to set us free from sin. 

Please set us free now 

Amen 

 

Collect 

God our Father, 
you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, 
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

Bible Reading: John 13: 1-17, 31-35 (Mel Roberts) 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection (and be ready for the Activity) 

What do you think makes a person truly great?  

• We might say that a wonderful discovery or an amazing talent makes 

someone great. Some people might say that status makes you truly 

great, so you have really made it when you have hit the celebrity scene  

• You might say it is marked by how much you can earn and where you 

live, so great people are the millionaires?  

Aspiring to greatness is not a new idea and even the disciples had an 

argument over who was the greatest. The world’s values are thrown on 

their head as Jesus shows us what true greatness is all about.  

• He does this through the symbolic action of washing the dirty smelly 

feet of his disciples on the eve of giving up His life. Foot washing was 

normally the job of a servant, as it was the lowest job of all,  

• What is amazing is that John tells us in verse 3: “Jesus knew that the 

Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 

God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his 

outer clothing and wrapped a towel around his waist.” 

 Jesus humbled himself and served them, doing the job that no-one else 

was willing to do. This is a glorious picture of our God.  The one who has 

all power and authority, who has created the heavens and the earth, and 

yet who is willing to lay aside his glory, putting on human nature in order 

to wash our feet. What humility, what love, what true greatness. But 

Jesus didn’t simply serve humankind through meeting basic needs. 

In verse 6 Jesus comes to Simon Peter to wash his feet, and instead of 

allowing Jesus to do this for him, Simon Peter argues with Jesus and 

tells him not to. Jesus responds to Peter by telling him that unless he 

washes Peter, Peter cannot be his follower and have fellowship with 

him. All of a sudden, another meaning is opening up before us, as Jesus 

tells Peter that there is a symbolic spiritual significance to what he is 

doing, that Peter cannot fully understand until He receives the Holy 

Spirit.  
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Through this conversation with Peter, Jesus is pointing to the fact that in 

order for men and women to have a relationship with Him, they need to 

be washed clean from the sin that separates them from the holiness of 

God. Peter doesn’t understand at all what Jesus is saying, so Jesus tells 

him that we all need two different kinds of washings.  

• The first kind is a bath for those who are dirty all over. This is 

symbolic of the complete washing that we all need from our sin. 

• The second kind of washing is the foot washing which is symbolic 

of the washing from the sins a believer occasionally commits.  

Jesus then sat down to teach them.  He told them that as they had been 

served, so they were to serve others. He gave them a pattern of 

servanthood, which involved putting other people’s needs before their 

own.  

We too have been called into this lifestyle of service, as we follow our 

Lord and Master, the servant King. Paul says in his letter to the Romans: 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is 

your true worship” (Rom 12:1) 

God also calls us to serve one another in our families, in His church, and 

in the world. Jesus told his disciples in verse 17 of chapter 13 that they 

would be blessed if they served.  

Activity 

The Passover Meal they were sharing with Jesus was to remember 

when God had set the Jews free from slavery in Egypt. 

For the Passover Meal, the Jewish people would have eaten bread 

without yeast and lamb, amongst other things, drinking it down with 

glasses of red wine, or we are using juice. 

During the meal, Jesus gave his friends a way to remember Him 

1. He took some bread (pick up bread/cracker) 

2. He said thank you to Father God for it. (Hold up the bread and say 

thank you) 

3. He broke it.  (Break in half) 

4. He gave it to his disciples saying. ‘This is my body given for you: 

do this in remembrance of me’.(Luke 22:19) (Eat the bread) 

5. Then Jesus took the cup. (pick up your glass of juice/wine) 
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6. He said thank you to Father God for it, ’Every one of you drink this. 

This is my blood which is the new agreement that God makes with 

his people. This blood is poured out for many to forgive their sins’. 

(Matthew 26:27-8) ( Drink your juice/wine.) 

Jesus prayed that the cup of suffering would be taken away from Him, 

but he recognised that He had to suffer for us all to fulfil the prophesy. 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
We say what we believe  
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Intercessions: 

Let us pray 

Dear Father, 
on this, the night he was betrayed, 
your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples' feet. 
We commit ourselves to follow his example 
of love and service. 
(pause) 
Lord, hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. 
We pray for the unity of your Church throughout the world, especially 
during this time of the Coronavirus 
(pause) 
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Lord, hear us 
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe 
through their ministry. 
We pray for the mission of your Church to reach those most in need of 
our support, love and compassion. 
(pause) 
Lord, hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
On this night, he commanded them to love, 
but suffered rejection himself. 
We pray for the rejected and unloved in our world. 
(pause) 
Lord, hear us 
and fill us with your love. 
 
On this night, he reminded them that if the world hated them 
it hated him first. 
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith and those 
marginalised in society. 
(pause) 
Lord, hear us 
Lord graciously hear us. 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Psalm 42(MEV) 

All: As a deer thirsts for streams of water, 

       so I thirst for you, God. 
        2 I thirst for the living God. 

 When can I go to meet with him? 
3 Day and night, my tears have been my food. 

  People are always saying, 

  “Where is your God?” 
4 When I remember these things, 

  I speak with a broken heart. 
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  I used to walk with the crowd 

  and lead them to God’s Temple 

  with songs of praise. 

5 Why am I so sad? 

  Why am I so upset? 

  I should put my hope in God 

  and keep praising him, 

   my Saviour and 6 my God. 

  I am very sad. 

  So I remember you where the Jordan River begins, 

  near the peaks of Hermon and Mount Mizar. 
7 Troubles have come again and again, sounding like waterfalls. 

   Your waves are crashing all around me. 
8 The LORD shows his true love every day. 

    At night I have a song, 

    and I pray to my living God. 
9 I say to God, my Rock, 

    “Why have you forgotten me? 

    Why am I sad 

    and troubled by my enemies?” 

 
10 My enemies’ insults make me feel 

    as if my bones were broken. 

They are always saying, 

    “Where is your God?” 
11 Why am I so sad? 

    Why am I so upset? 

    I should put my hope in God 

    and keep praising him, 

    my Saviour and my God. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  

as it was in the beginning is now   

and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
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Together we’ll pray the Lord’s prayer: 

Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

Ending 

All: Gracious God, you have given us much today. 

Grant us also a thankful spirit 

Into your hand we commend ourselves and those we love. 

Stay with us, and when we take our rest 

Renew us for service of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 


