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Berrow Benefice Palm Sunday Celebration 

 

Welcome to this service. Please do take part. If you are 
listening, then follow and join in with the ‘Crowd’ in the dramatic 
reading. If you cannot access the web service, do have a Bible 
handy to look up the given readings we will be following. 

If safe to do so, light a candle.  

Have your palm cross/tree branch or imaginative palm ready! 

We light this candle to remember that Jesus said, “For where 
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 
18:20) Jesus enters Jerusalem as King (Imagine a King’s 

CROWN)  

 

Opening Prayer 

Jesus fulfils this 500-year-old prophesy: Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you; righteous and victorious, gentle 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
(Zechariah 9:9) 

As the people spread their coats palm branches on the ground 
to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem, so we welcome him into our 
lives this morning. 
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King of Glory, King of Peace, Servant King, reign in our hearts 
and lives this day and all days, that we might praise your holy 
name. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
ALL: Hosanna in the highest 

 
The Blessing of the Palms-lift/wave palms 
 
Lord, increase the faith of your people and listen to our prayers.   
We ask that you will bless these palms  
which we hold today to honour Christ our triumphant King.   
May we honour you every day by living always in him,  
for he is Lord for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

Bible Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 -Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem 

Reflection 

What words of praise would you have shouted out to Jesus had 
you been in Jerusalem on that day?  

During Lent we have been preparing by works of love and self-
sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and 
resurrection.  Today we come together to begin this solemn 
celebration in union with the Church throughout the world.  
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Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, 
to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us in our hearts and 
minds go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in 
his sufferings we may share his risen life. 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, all of Jerusalem 
would have understood that Jesus was claiming to be King.  
Jesus’ followers had spent three years hearing him teach, 
seeing him perform miracles and telling them to keep quiet 
about the fact that he was the Messiah, the Chosen One sent 
to free Israel.  Here at last, for all to see, Jesus went public.  

No wonder they celebrated. For the crowds who were not yet 
his followers and who were living under Roman occupation, 
longing for freedom, here was Jesus acting out the prophecy 
that said…. “I am the king who will bring victory”.  No wonder 
they were excited. 

But unfortunately, the crowds were so excited to welcome 
Jesus as King, that they didn’t pay attention to Jesus’ message 
that He came in peace. 

If Jesus had ridden a horse, He would have been saying that 
He was coming as their conquering King, but instead Jesus 
rode a donkey, which said, “I come in peace.” So, I wonder 
what kind of King the people were expecting?  

• Do you think they were expecting Jesus to be a wealthy king, 
like King Solomon was in the Old Testament?  

 • Do you think that the people were expecting Jesus to be the 
kind of king who had lots of servants to order around?  

• Do you think that the people were expecting Jesus to be 
powerful and sit on a throne wearing a crown?  

The people were certainly expecting Jesus to be the kind of 
king to free them from the Romans, but the Bible shows us that 
Jesus was actually a selfless servant and sacrificial King. 
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He came to set people free from their sin and to bring them 
peace with Father God.  He came to rule over people’s hearts. 
Today Jesus is reigning as King from heaven. We cannot see 
Him with our eyes, but He reigns as the most important King of 
all, the King of Kings. The people in Jerusalem on that first 
Palm Sunday filled the air with words of praise, in honour of 
King Jesus.  

The Passion Narrative-Matthew 27:11-54 

(Silence is kept as the reading is finished) 

Confession  

ALL: Jesus rode into Jerusalem not as a conquering king 
but in humility, the Servant King, ready to complete the 
task for which he had walked this world. Forgive us those 
times when we think too highly of ourselves and remind us 
always that you ask from us lives dedicated to service, to 
you and to our neighbours, wherever and whoever they 
might be. Enable us to take off our cloaks of self-
righteousness and lay them down at your feet. 

‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up 
my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord” – and you forgave the guilt of my sin.’ 
Psalm 32:5 

 

Forgiveness 

Almighty God, who is both power and love, 
forgive you and free you from your sins,  
heal and strengthen you by His Spirit,  
and raise you to new life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen 
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The Affirmation of Faith 

We say what we believe  
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION -a brief pause will be held 
before ‘Lord in your mercy ‘ for your own prayers if you wish.  
 
Heavenly Father, as Christ entered Jerusalem, 
may he enter our lives that he may rule in our hearts. 
 
We pray for your church, the people, the communities 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for all those on the front line in this battle against 
Coronavirus-key workers in the NHS, transport, food production 
and delivery, those who volunteer, and all those struggling in 
these uncertain times  
 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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 We pray for our loved ones self-isolating,  
the members of our families and friends we are separated from,  
May they be surrounded by your love. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for those in pain, for the lost, the lonely, 
the broken-hearted and the crushed in spirit.   
May they be strengthened by the power of your Holy Spirit.  
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for those who are suffering, 
the sick, the ailing, the aged and the dying, 
may they know the power of His resurrection and your healing. 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who have died,  
that they may be raised to eternal life in your closer presence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for a few moments in the silence of our hearts… 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

 in the name of you Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
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So let us sum up all our prayers  

by saying together the prayer that Jesus taught us:- 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
Affirmation 
 
The King came, the people rejoiced, singing ‘Hosanna in 
the highest!’ yet failed to understand that the King they 
welcome is the Servant King, the King who washes his 
disciples’ feet, the King who came not with an army but a 
weapon so powerful that not even death could resist, the 
sacrificial love of God laid out upon a Cross. 

 

Lord God, as we sing our ‘Hosannas’ today may we 
remember also that which you were riding toward; the 
suffering and rejection, pain and humiliation, the cruel 
Cross. And let us look forward to the joy of Easter Day 
when you rose from death to reign forever. 

 

Help us, as we daily lay our lives before you, to live the 
resurrection life that acknowledges Jesus as Lord and 
King over our lives. 
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Blessing 

The LORD bless us and keep us; the LORD make his face 
shine on us and be gracious to us; the LORD turn his face 
toward us and give us peace. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and 
evermore. Amen.  

Finish by blowing out the candle.  

Perhaps put the palm cross or branch on your gate post or 
somewhere visible. 

  

 At the end of the service, if you are able to stay on the line and 

just do a brief update on how you and your household are 

doing, that would be wonderful.  We’ll go round each person in 

turn, in an attempt to do post service coffee without the coffee! 

 

 

 
 

  

 


