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Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and 
Hollybush 

 

 
 

PENTECOST 
 

Welcome-do have a candle, glass of juice/wine and 
cracker/piece of bread ready 
 
He has given us new life and hope 
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT  
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
READING : Acts 2:1-21 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(At home, please also read John 7: 37-39) 
 

 

PENTECOST REFLECTION  
The disciples had been waiting, waiting and praying. 
Early that morning, they had an overwhelming experience 
of God’s power, like a rushing wind, flames, searching 
each one out and touching them. 
 
They felt fired up with excitement, bursting to tell people 
and sharing that experience of the living God in them. 
This was a very new experience, different to walking and 
talking with Jesus. This was a new life, sending them 
talking and teaching in a different new way. 
What difference would it make in our world if we took 
this power seriously and openly, letting God’s power out 
in a fresh outpouring of His spirit? 
 
On this Pentecost Sunday we focus on biblical stories in 
which God's Spirit--God's presence with us--encounters 
ordinary humans like us and wonderful and unexpected 
things begin to happen. God longs for his church to be 
‘live’ with His Spirit 
 
Pentecost is, in a sense, the birthday of the church; but it 
was an important Jewish festival before it became a 
Christian festival. It was one of three "pilgrimage" 
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festivals that were ideally spent in Jerusalem and it 
occurred fifty days after Passover--which was the 
celebration/commemoration of Israel's liberation from 
Egypt. It recalled, not only the giving of the covenant to 
Israel at Mt. Sinai, but also the creation of a new kind of 
community--a radically different way of living after 
Egypt. And the early Christians incorporated these 
themes into their understanding of Pentecost as well. 
 
The symbols of wind and fire represent God's presence in 
powerful and dramatic ways to the disciples of Jesus, who 
engage a diverse group of spiritual pilgrims--who speak a 
variety of different languages from various parts of the 
Roman Empire and who have made their way to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the festival of Pentecost. These 
same pilgrims are enabled by the descent of lively, 
creative, unpredictable and uncontrollable Spirit to 
comprehend a universally understood language.  
 
In a way, Pentecost is the beginning of the reunification of 
humanity--the creation of a new kind of community in the 
church. A once timid, frightened, and discouraged group 
of Jesus's followers--his disciples--become forceful, 
confident, and unified advocates for their experience of 

the risen Christ, and a new faith movement--and 
community--is born. 
And "God Is Still Speaking." How has this encounter of the 
Spirit changed your life? 
 
When the spirit is active and present, it's not just about, 
"me," but about, "we." It's about the creation of a new 
kind of inclusive, welcoming, community based on love. 
This newly transformed life wasn't necessarily going to be 
easy.  The Spirit brings change! Some of it welcome, some 
not, but always directed to the neighbour in need.  
 
It is about revelling in the beauty of creation, about taking 
part in the wonderment of it all by living, loving, and 
being. It's about embracing the pain and suffering of the 
world and transforming it into new life. It's about 
harnessing the creative Spirit that is so much a part of 
what it means to be human.  
 
God is still speaking--the Spirit is alive and active and 
bringing renewal and revitalization to both individuals 
and communities. This same Spirit even seeks out those 
who aren't looking! 

On that Pentecost,120 people were gathered together in 
a larger upper room.  These first Christians were waiting, 
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waiting, waiting for something very special to happen to 
them, and they weren’t quite sure what they were 
waiting for.  They were waiting for the Holy Spirit to come 
on them and in them, but they didn’t know what that 
would mean.  And then it was like a rush of wind into the 
room; like the Holy Spirit coming into their lives.  Like 
tongues of fire above them.  Like tongues of fire inside of 
them.  And they felt the power of God inside of them, and 
they rushed out of that building into the streets.  They 
went from street to street and home to home and 
neighbour to neighbour and family to family and nation to 
nation. It was like the flame of Jesus Christ was spreading 
across the whole world. 

These people of God in each village who spread the 
Gospel from house to house, and neighbour to neighbour 
and friend to friend and family to family. It is the laity, the 
people of God, who go about winning souls to Jesus Christ 
and nurturing those souls into maturity.    

In Great Britiain today, we have seen the gradual decline 
of church attendance and people coming forward for 
ordination and even confirmation. You see, it is possible for 
one’s faith to grow cold to the Spirit of Pentecost.   

If you want to set somebody on fire, you have a burning 
heart which sets others aflame too. Is it true for you and 
me, in your life situation, where ever you may be as a 
Christian, in whatever your situation or setting  that. If 
you want to set someone on fire, you have a burning heart, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit that makes the difference, 
that can transform our lives and community.   

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As the body of Christ, in the power of the Spirit, let us 
pray.. 
 
Holy Spirit of God, send a fresh outpouring of your Holy 
Spirit to all people and all faith traditions. 
Let us all be ready for change and renewed afresh, 
For our hearts to be open to receive the power without 
fear. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Holy Spirit of God, 
Send your Holy Spirit to help heal the nations 
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And to honour one another, to know God is in our midst. 
For a new thirst for righteousness and truth 
At every level and aspect of society 
For all to seek what is good and wholesome for all 
peoples. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Holy Spirit of God, 
Give us the grace and mercy to deal with all the 
challenges we face in this world now and in the coming 
weeks. 
Keep us compassionate and alert to the needs of others 
and the well-being of our family, friends and community. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 
Holy Spirit of God, 
Let us live with a forgiving heart, integrity and honour. 
We pray for all those who are feeling empty, worried, 
guilty, lonely or in despair. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 
 
 
Holy Spirit of God, 
We pray for those who are walking the dark journey of 
death 
And all those who have come through it into your 
presence; 
For mourners distressed by regrets, anger with God at 
their loss. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Holy Spirit of God, 
We thank you for this special celebration of Pentecost, for 
the future through which we know you will accompany 
us, fill us all with life anew. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Please ask for any additional prayers 
 
Merciful Father, 
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accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us. 
Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done ; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the 
apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 
 
THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
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Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
With saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
And as we obey his command, 
Send you Holy Spirit 
That broken bread and wine outpoured 
May be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 
Here is the table set for a special meal. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends 
And taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took a cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this all of you; 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
Which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice  
Made once upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
We proclaim his death and resurrection 
Until he comes in glory. 
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Great is the mystery of faith 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
Help us work together for that day 
When your kingdom comes 
And justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
Gather into your loving arms with St Faith, St John the 
Baptist, St Thomas of Canterbury with St Peter and St Paul 
and all the Saints to feast  at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
All honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast 
 
(consume)  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this physical 
and spiritual sacrament, 
 united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all peoples. 
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Amen. 
 
 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
 
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work 

within you, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Amen. 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


