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Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and 
Hollybush 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Welcome-do have a glass of juice/wine and 
cracker/piece of bread ready 
 
He has given us new life and hope 
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
READING : John 10 v. 1-10 
 
(At home, please also read Acts 2: 42 to end) 

 

REFLECTION 

Often, we picture Christ as carrying the injured, straying 

sheep on His shoulders back to the sheepfold.  Christ as 

our shepherd and the "good shepherd" who is sincerely 

interested in the true welfare of His flock we have reason 

to rejoice. 

Do we fully appreciate our privileged position?  

We know His voice, we know what He asks of us, but do 

we always listen to that voice, do we always do what He 

asks of us? 

There are many people today who think they need no 

shepherd. In this time of crisis, people are looking to see 

where hope and encouragement lie. If we watch too 

much the News, we may begin to despair.  

The idea of the shepherd is very deep in the history of 

salvation. Many Jewish people were shepherds. Abraham 

was a shepherd, as were Isaac and King David when he 

was a boy. 

When Jesus came, He said to the people, “I am the good 
shepherd. I know mine and they know me. They hear my 
voice and they follow me.  “And no one will take them 
away from me. And I will give them life here and I will give 
them life everlasting, for I will journey with them and I 
will not let anyone grasp them and tear them from my 
hand.  “And my Father, these sheep belong to my Father 
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and He has appointed me to take care of them. And in the 
caring and in the loving we shall change the world.” 
 

Four of the ways that Jesus looks after us, in ways that a 

shepherd looked after his sheep. 

1) Giving them what they needed. Sheep need grass and 

water. I wonder what you and I need? 

Jesus provides not only food and water for our physical 

bodies, but he also gives us love, forgiveness, joy, hope, 

peace and many other good things that our spirits need.  

2) Shepherds guide sheep on a safe path so that they 

avoid danger. Like sheep, it is easy for us to wander off 

and get into all sorts of trouble. Jesus knows the safe path 

for us to walk through life and He promises to lead us on 

that path.  

3) The shepherd often spends all day and all night with his 

sheep. When the sheep couldn’t see the shepherd, the 

shepherd would reassure them that he was with them, by 

banging his rod against the stones, so that they wouldn’t 

feel afraid. Jesus has promised to always be with us. He 

said: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” (Matthew 28:20)  

We can trust Jesus to keep His promise. Even when we 

can’t feel Jesus near us, He is still with us, looking after us.  

4) Protecting them from harm, the shepherd would lie in 

the entrance of an outdoor sheepfold to protect his sheep 

from wolves and thieves at night-time. He would use his 

rod during the day to scare off wild animals. A good 

shepherd would sometimes be willing to lay down his life 

for his sheep.  

• Jesus, our good shepherd was willing to lay down His life 

for us, so that we can have eternal life. He said: “I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 

snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:28) In this life, we 

may have to cope with all sorts of troubles, but Jesus has 

made it possible for us to be kept safe for all eternity.  

Four wonderful ways that Jesus, our good shepherd looks 

after us. • He gives us all that we need. • He guides us on 

a safe path. • He is always with us and • He protects us 

from harm eternally. As you look at your sheep, in a 

moment of quiet, thank Jesus for being your good 

shepherd.  

Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray.  The Lord is our shepherd, and we are the 
sheep of his pasture. Let us bring our cares and concerns 
for the Church and for the World. 
 
Good Shepherd of the sheep, we pray for the Church; for 
all scattered congregations, for ministers, for all worship 
leaders and officers. We pray for all Bishops, especially for 
John and Martin, as shepherds of this Diocese. We pray 
for clear guidance and direction at this time, as the path 
ahead looks uncertain and difficult. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Good Shepherd of the sheep, 
We pray for the world in the grips of this pandemic. Teach 
us to reflect and act on those things we need to take 
more care of in the future, to choose wisely, to share gifts 
more fairly, and work together more collaboratively. 
Turn all hearts to those things that are wholesome and 
good 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

Good Shepherd of the sheep, 
We pray for all those Key Workers, for those working at 
home, for those who have furloughed or lost their jobs. 
We pray for our families, our friends, our 
neighbourhoods. May we demonstrate our care for one 
another by being safe, keeping our distance, and helping 
those who are more vulnerable. 
 
(pause) 
 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 
Good Shepherd of the sheep, 
We pray for all those isolated from their families whether 
at home, in a care home, a hospice or hospital. We pray 
they may know that people care and find different ways 
to contact them. May we encourage and uphold one 
another as we pray for healing and wholeness. 
 
(pause) 
 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 



5 

 

Material in this service is drawn from alternative worship all age, Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England which is copyright © The Archbishops Council 2000, New 
Patterns for Worship which is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2002 and The Promise of His Glory which is copyright © The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England 1990 and 1991.  

5 

 

Good Shepherd of the sheep. 
We pray for those who have died; we pray for those who 
ache with sorrow at their going and not being by their 
side. We commend them into your unfailing care which 
lasts throughout this life and on into eternity. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
Please ask for any additional prayers 
 
Good Shepherd of the sheep, we give you thanks that you 
abide with us in every situation. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done ; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the 
apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 
 
THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again he has restored to us 
everlasting life.  We therefore lift our voices  
to proclaim your glory as we sing our joyful hymn of 
praise: 

 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
Here is the table set for a special meal. 
The bread, the juice, prepared and presented. 
Ready to be served and shared. 
We remember Jesus sharing a meal like this with his 
disciples, his friends. 
He included everyone, those he could trust and those he 
could not trust. 
Today we are his disciples, his friends. 
Each one of us is welcome. How amazing it is to be loved 
and wanted even when we have not been perfect. 
How wonderful it is to be included as we are. 
 
Words of Remembrance: the communion story 
When Jesus shared the bread with his friends, he 
explained that he is the Bread of Life. Like bread, Jesus 
nourishes and strengthens us so that we can know right 
and wrong and not be confused. 
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When we eat the bread together, we are strengthened as 
a community to remember Jesus and do the things Jesus 
would do in our world. 
Jesus also used a cup of the fruit of grapes to teach his 
disciples. 
He compared the red juice/wine to blood, to help us 
remember the suffering in the world. 
Drinking the juice/wine together helps us remember that 
we are all part of a special agreement, a covenant, with 
God. 
God loves us so much that when we make mistakes, or 
when we make bad choices, God has agreed to forgive us 
and give us a second chance, every time. 
 
This is ordinary bread and ordinary juice/wine. 
 
But when we eat the bread together and drink the 
juice/wine together, something extraordinary happens 
which brings us closer to Jesus and to one another. We 
become the ‘Body of Christ.’ 

Which means that our eyes and ears see and hear what 
Jesus would see in our world. And our arms and hands do 
Jesus’s work to help others. 

Sharing the bread and juice 
When you take a piece of bread, please hold it up. 
Then let us all eat together. 
The Bread of Life shared with you. 
Be strengthened to do what is right. 
 
When you take a cup of juice/wine, please hold it up. 
The Cup of Forgiveness shared with you. 
Remember God’s agreement to give each of us another 
chance to be better people. 
(consume) 
 
God of love, we thank you for this Easter celebration and 
for strengthening us with the Bread of Life. 
Thank you for forgiving us and giving us another chance 
to do what is right. 
 
We promise to be the living Body of Christ, nourished by 
this special meal. 
 
We promise to open our eyes of our faith, to use our 
arms, hands, feet, eyes and ears to follow Jesus and make 
the world a better place for everyone. 
Amen. 
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


