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Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and 
Hollybush 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
WELCOME-do have a glass of juice/wine and 
cracker/piece of bread ready 
 
He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from 
the dead. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve 
you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
READING : John 14.1-14 
 
(At home, please also read Acts 7.55 to end) 

REFLECTION 
The way, the truth, the life. 

Have you ever been really lost? 

Jesus says, "Don't worry.  Trust God and trust me."   

This text is frequently read at funerals, and for good 

reason. It contains promises that are profoundly 

comforting in the face of the death of a loved one. 

But for me, it is a passage about life here and now. 

 

  
The setting is Jesus’ farewell address at his last 

supper with his disciples. He has told his disciples 

that he will be with them only a little while longer, and 

that where he is going, they cannot come (13:33). He 

has also foretold Peter’s imminent denial (13:36-38). 

 

No wonder the disciples are troubled. Their beloved 

teacher is leaving them, one of their own has turned 

against them, and the stalwart leader among the 

disciples is said to be on the cusp of a great failure of 

loyalty. It is as though the ground is shifting beneath 

their feet. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 

God; believe also in me.” 

For me, what he is saying, is that when bad things 

happen, don’t be troubled. Don’t be too disturbed. 
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Believe in God, believe in me. 

How is this possible? How can Jesus tell us not to be 

troubled? 

We should not be troubled, because Jesus doesn’t 

give us empty promises that we can’t keep. There is 

more than enough room, we can be assured that 

Jesus will come again and take us to be with him. 

Not only that, but he tells us where we are going. 

But Thomas and Philip don’t think that Jesus has 

been clear enough.  

In our journey of faith, we see what Jesus says as 

truth, not only because he has the authority to tell us, 

but also when we follow his way, his direction shows 

what is right. Jesus shows the way, he gives us 

directions, he points us in the way that we are to  

Moreover, Jesus is the end, because when we go the 

way that he shows us and we travel in the truth of his 

direction, we achieve fullness in our lives. We can 

experience the blessings of God in this life, but also 

the fulfilment of Jesus’ direction. We are provided 

with the blessing of eternal life in him.  

With a hint of exasperation, He answers Phillip’s 

questions. Being with Jesus, is not his life the fullest 

revelation of the person and character of God? 

If we want to know who God is, we need look no 

further than Jesus. All the words that Jesus has 

spoken, all the works that he has done, come from 

God and show us who God is (14:10-11). 

This passage has everything to do with life here and 

now because Jesus entrusts his mission to his 

disciples. “Very truly I tell you, the one who believes 

in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 

do greater works than these because I am going to 

the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my 

name you ask me for anything, I will do it” (14:13-14). 

Jesus promises to be with us through the power of 

the Spirit, to work in and through us to accomplish 

his purposes in the world. This does not necessarily 

happen in easily visible, spectacular ways. Yet 

wherever there is healing, reconciling, life-giving 

work happening, this is the work of God. Wherever 

there is life in abundance, this is Jesus’ presence in 

our midst. 

Jesus has made known to us the heart of God, and 

he has entrusted this mission of “making known” to 

us. Where might we see Jesus’ work and presence in 

our midst? How might we show others the very heart 

of God? 
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Insofar as we ask in Jesus' name, as one of his 

sheep, as people abiding in him as he abides in the 

Father, we "will do greater works than these."  Jesus 

promises his assistance, his support, his power.  

This is very terribly difficult for those among us 

whose heartfelt prayers have gone unanswered and 

whose trust may be shattered by Jesus' failure to 

keep his promise.  Like Thomas and Philip and even 

Peter, there is room in this relationship for honest 

acknowledgement of our confusion, our lack of 

power, our frustration when our requests seem to go 

unheard.  The message for us may well be to look 

again, and think again about the great works, the 

blessings that have been accomplished. 

Since Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life...the 

true door into the sheepfold where life abounds, in all 

those places where truth and life are served, we see 

through him. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Let us pray. 
As living stones, let us pray for the building up of God’s 
Church and for the world God loves. 
 

Living God, our life is in your hands, and we offer 
ourselves as we are, our past that has made us and all 
that we may become. 
Build us up by the power of your Spirit, where we can 
glorify you daily in all we do, say and think. Help us to 
love one another. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Living God, our planet is very precious to us and is healing 
itself as we become quieter in our lives on this planet. 
Sharpen our conscience towards ways we can help our 
fragile world. Guide our leaders in the way of truth and 
values which have a strong foundation for us all. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Living God, may the way that Jesus shows us be the way 
we choose in our daily lives. You can use and transform all 
our experiences. We lay before you all those whose life 
journey is fraught, stressful, painful, and who are fearful. 
Many people care finding things hard to bear. Let us 
alongside them in their suffering and reach out to offer to 
your transforming, healing love. 
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(pause) 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 
Living God, we remember all those who have died and 
pray for them now. Lead them out of their pain and into 
the light of eternity. Keep us all in the Way that leads us 
to share in the everlasting life with you. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
Please ask for any additional prayers 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done ; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the 
apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 
 
THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
With saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
And as we obey his command, 
Send your Holy Spirit 
That broken bread and wine outpoured 
May be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
Here is the table set for a special meal. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends 
And taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took a cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this all of you; 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
Which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice  
Made once upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
We proclaim his death and resurrection 
Until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
Help us work together for that day 
When your kingdom comes 
And justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 
Gather into your loving arms with St Faith, St John the 
Baptist, St Thomas of Canterbury with St Peter and St Paul 
and all the Saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
All honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast 
 
(consume) 
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING  
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work 
within you, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


