
1 

 

Material in this service is drawn from alternative worship all age, Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England which is copyright © The Archbishops Council 2000, New Patterns for Worship which is copyright © The Archbishops’ 
Council 2002 and The Promise of His Glory which is copyright © The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England 1990 
and 1991.  

1 

 

Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and Hollybush 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
WELCOME-do have a glass of juice/wine and cracker/piece of bread ready 
 
He has given us new life and hope 
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our 
sins with a sincere and true heart.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
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Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
READING: John 14.15-21 
 
(At home, please also read Acts 17.22-31 to end) 

REFLECTION 
 

Jesus continues to prepare his disciples for his departure and their 

receipt of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus talks a lot about love: "God so loved the world that he gave his 

only-begotten son that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but 

have everlasting life"? (3:16). 

Jesus declares that if his disciples love him, they will keep his 

commandments. Jesus gives only a single commandment in John "I give 

you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (13.34-35).  

Thus, after Jesus was no longer physically with His followers, the Spirit 
would walk with them and guide them the way Jesus walked with them 
and guided them. The Spirit would be with the followers as Jesus was 
with them.  
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It was as if Jesus knew His followers would need assistance living a life 
of love as He, the ultimate embodiment of love, did. Luckily, for them 
and for us, the Spirit they were given would be with them forever: it 
was with them and within them. The Spirit would be part of His legacy, 
reminding His followers of His legacy and guiding them as they strove to 
live into it.  

And he said, “When I go, I will not leave you deserted. I will not leave 
you orphans.  But I will send my Spirit, the Counsellor, who will live in 
you and guide you. I and my Father will come to live in you and we will 
guide you in the truth.  We will be your Counsellor. 

What does it mean for you that God is your counsellor?  

In our world, counselling has become part of people’s lives. Counselling 
can also come from family, friends and work associates when looking for 
better information to make intelligent decisions 

A good counsellor has a personal concern for others is compassionate, 
has empathy and non-judgmental. A counsellor does not solve problems 
for people but helps them grow stronger so they can solve their own 
problems.   

God is truly concerned about what is good for us. God understands the 
complexity of our inner being and understands every corner of us. God, 
the Holy Spirit, helps us see the truth about ourselves, and guides us 
into new directions. 

The Holy Spirit comes to our side and gives us the strength and new 
resources and new insights, so we can make difficult and painful 
decisions.  

God knows your need and knows with whom you need to talk. So, God 
sends you to the right people, or the right people happen to show up at 
the right time, and you didn’t even call them.  God often speaks through 
them. Like the disciples, we have the Holy Spirit as our advocate.  

The times we feel powerless or unequipped for a particular task, or for 
delivering God's message, we too can ask God for the Spirit of Truth as 
Jesus did. 
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As we are obedient, however, we must also consider the legacy we are 
creating. What does society consider the Christian presence in our 
current community, nation, and the world? What is our footprint? Does 
the world see us as vessels of love, building a present to produce a 
future of love? Or do they consider our legacy to be something else?   

As Jesus embodied God during his time on earth, bringing comfort and 
help and guidance and healing to the people he met, so God is embodied 
to us today through his Holy Spirit, bringing us comfort and help and 
guidance and healing. So we can be confident in God’s presence with us. 

As Jesus says here in verse 17: “You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.” The Holy Spirit is God 

The Holy Spirit is God-present-with-us, in the here and now, transforming 
us and growing us so that we can be a blessing to others and to the world.  

Ultimately, then, the experience of the Holy Spirit within us is the absolute 
foundation of our experience as Christians. The Holy Spirit leads us into 
a relationship with God. The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual gifts to use in the 
ministry of God. The Holy Spirit grows good fruit in us to help us become 
the people we are destined to be. The Holy Spirit leads us into obedience, 
which is how we express devotion to Jesus. 
 
The Holy Spirit in our lives is the only way we can live out our calling as 
Christians and the more we allow the Holy Spirit to work within us, the 
more we will know what it is to have life in all its fullness within the love of 
God.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we gather in the company of the living God, let us pray. 
 
Lord of life, 
We pray for the Church 
may she be alive with your risen life, 
refreshed and revived by the breath of your Spirit, 
purified and refined like gold and silver, 
so that we truly offer the possibility  
of saving love to the searching world. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
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Lord of life, 
We pray that in all meetings where important decisions are taken, hearts may 
be turned to honour what is just and true, compassionate and constructive. 
We pray that in all areas where there is corruption, deceit or distrust, 
consciences may be sensitised afresh 
To know what is right and strive towards it.  
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord of life, 
We pray for our communities, for workplaces opening up again, for those who 
are furloughed, for those still self-isolating and for all working in Key areas - 
drivers, supermarket workers, farmers, the NHS, care home staff. May we all 
abide by being alert, taking sensible measures to protect the vulnerable and do 
everything possible in word and action that follows your faithful love, 
graciousness and truth. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord of life, 
We pray for all those who feel out of their depth, 
Drowning in fear or anxiety, isolation, loneliness, sorrow or guilt. Set them 
free, O God, and save them, support them to a place of safety and fix their feet 
on the solid rock of your love. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord of life, 
We pray for those who have died. We ask for mercy and forgiveness and 
commend them to your keeping for ever. We pray for those who grieve and for 
those not able to be together in sharing their grief and sorrow due to isolation. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Please ask for any additional prayers 
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Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done ; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 
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THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
With saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
And as we obey his command, 
Send you Holy Spirit 
That broken bread and wine outpoured 
May be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
Here is the table set for a special meal. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
And taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took a cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this all of you; 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
Which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once upon the cross.   
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, help us work together for that day when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, gather them into your loving arms with St 
Faith, St John the Baptist, St Thomas of Canterbury with St Peter and St Paul 
and all the Saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
All honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast 

 
(consume) 
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
 
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


