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Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and Hollybush 
 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, First Sunday after Ascension 
 
WELCOME-do have a glass of juice/wine and cracker/piece of bread ready 
 
He has given us new life and hope 
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power to free our praise, inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
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We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT  
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
READING : John 17:1-11 
(At home, please also read Acts 1:6-14) 

REFLECTION 
John 17:1-11 
During his life on earth, his disciples knew Jesus as a very special person. After 
Easter, Jesus was different. He appeared and disappeared sometimes in locked 
rooms but still ate fish and bread.  Thomas could touch him.  Since the 
Ascension, people have seen Jesus only in visions and dreams.  Jesus is still 
alive and is not just with God, but part of God.  The accounts of the Ascension 
make it clear that Jesus passes his ministry to his disciples. He did tell them 
very clearly that they were to take up his ministry on earth.  
 
For me, the Ascension connects Jesus to life in the here and now. It establishes 
Jesus as Lord of all and calls Christians to participate boldly--yet attentively--in 
his ongoing presence among us. 
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Before Jesus departs to an other-worldly existence, he lays out a few additional 
promises. After reaffirming that his followers "will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come," he declares that God will empower them to be 
witnesses across the Roman world, beginning right where they are. In time 
they will move throughout the broader Roman province of Judea, northward 
into Samaria and ultimately to points unknown, "the ends of the earth." 
Everyone--the people in the story and readers, too--expects God to do 
something: to clothe Jesus' friends with power and to call them into action.  
Jesus' promises affirm that his ascension is not the end of a story; rather, his 
departure initiates the next chapter in the story of God's salvation.  
The ascension focuses our attention toward what God will yet do, even as they 
claim that Jesus' followers will play a part in God's plans. And the plans are 
ambitious. 
 
The first great act of the apostles occurs when they hike back to Jerusalem and 
wait. Presumably the Holy Spirit could have come immediately after Jesus' 
ascension; but God waits. Rather, God has Jesus' followers wait. I like to think 
that in this waiting they learn, or begin to learn, that they are to be a 
responsive community, a community that waits upon God to initiate.  
 
The waiting has an active quality to it.  The apostles wait secluded in a "room 
upstairs," where they are "constantly devoting themselves to prayer" along 
with others who followed Jesus, both men and women. The waiting period 
conditions them to be attentive to God, so that they might respond when the 
time is right. 
 
Saint John sees the passion and death of Jesus as the moment in which He is 
most glorious; because His mission is to reveal in human form, the infinite love 
and mercy of God, in all circumstances, for the whole of humanity. The mission 
of Jesus is about to be accomplished.  
I'm sure when the disciples heard Jesus’ prayer they turned to one another 
thinking this is not what we signed up for, this is not why I left my nets upon 
the shore, this is not why I have left my family. Hearing Jesus' words, accepting 
that the difficult hour had come, those were not words of comfort but words 
of change, accompanied by the fearful unknown.  
 
By hearing this after Easter, we can go back and listen once again, we hear the 
whole prayer and realize that what starts as Christ's obedience to change 
ushers in our obedience to change. 
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We may have faltered. We may have made every conceivable mistake at being 
one as Jesus and the Father are one. We may feel unsettled in these times 
when church is ‘different’ in the virtual Webex and when the Worcester 
Diocese is set to have changes brought about by the overriding financial 
situation. 
  
Jesus speaks from the depths of his heart. He tells us of the Father’s love for 
him and his love for his Father, who is the heart and core of his very being. The 
Father’s love continues to be with him right to the end, even to the Cross, to 
the point of giving his all, his life. 
 
This love and mercy is most evident when Jesus responds with love and mercy 
to his being betrayed, rejected, mocked, scourged, and crucified. The message 
is that nothing can separate us from his love and mercy. He makes clear the 
inner nature of God. The evil of the whole human race is transformed in the 
heart of Jesus crucified. 
 
To know God is not just head knowledge. It means intimacy with God. Asking 
God to protect me and those I love. Keeping me in the hollow of His hand, and 
drawing me ever more deeply into His friendship. Eternal life is not just for the 
future; it is a gift partly given now in our faith. Jesus was serious when he 
called you and me.  To be in touch with Jesus is to be in touch with a rich and 
full eternal life. Something is given which will last forever - the mysterious life 
of God. We touch into that life in prayer. It is like living water, new sight. We 
are enlightened by the Light of the World.  
 
The disciples, indeed, had no idea what was really happening when Jesus 
prayed this prayer the first time. But we do. The point of Jesus' plea today is 
not his obedience to the past; the point is Jesus' obedience for our future. This 
is not merely a prayer that Jesus throws up into the heavens so that his work 
on the cross might be fulfilled. No, this prayer, heard on this side of Easter, is a 
prayer for you and me, for the Church, that we might realize the faith Christ 
has in us, the faith Christ has in our call. As the future unfolds, what will our 
call be? 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As the Church of God, let us be still, and pray together. 
 
God of Glory,  
may your light shine in our church community 
as you work among us 
and bless us with your presence; 
we offer you the gifts you have given us 
and our various ministries, 
we offer ourselves, 
in the area you have placed us. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
God of Glory, 
May the whole world come to know you 
and give honour and praise. 
Encourage us all to stand up against evil, 
firm in our faith, strengthened with your power 
May your kingdom come and your will be done. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
God of glory, 
Be with us in our homes, schools, shops, places of work, 
May we experience the wonderful fruits of your love amongst the ordinary and 
the routine, the pots and pans of life 
Fill us all with thankfulness for all good things we experience amidst the 
sunshine and the storm.  
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 
God of glory, 
You always welcomed the discarded, the marginalised, 
The weak and the vulnerable. 
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We pray for all those who are exhausted in their struggles in life, those that 
long for respite from pain or depression. 
Support them in their troubles,  
Bring healing and reassurance, 
And touch them with the gentleness of your peace. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
God of glory, 
Teach us to understand death 
In the context of eternity, 
So that our fears are calmed as we approach it. 
Welcome with merciful love, those who have died 
And shelter their loved ones, too, 
In the shadow of your wings. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
God of glory, we thank you 
That through the ascension into heaven, 
The way was open for us to receive the Holy Spirit. 
Prepare our hearts each day to welcome you. 
(pause) 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Please ask for any additional prayers 
 
 
Merciful Father, 
 accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us. 
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Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done ; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, and this we believe. 
Amen. 
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THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
With saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
And as we obey his command, 
Send you Holy Spirit 
That broken bread and wine outpoured 
May be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
Here is the table set for a special meal. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
And taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took a cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this all of you; 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
Which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
We proclaim his death and resurrection 
Until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
Help us work together for that day 
When your kingdom comes 
And justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
Gather into your loving arms with St Faith, St John the Baptist, St Thomas of 
Canterbury with St Peter and St Paul and all the Saints to feast  at your table in 
heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
All honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
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Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast 
 
(consume) 

 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this physical and spiritual 
sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet prepared for all peoples. Amen. 
 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within you, go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Amen. 
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Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


