
1 
 

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2004 All of the official Common Worship publications are being published by Church House Publishing. 

 
 

WELCOME AND NOTICES  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Advent 1: 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 
born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts this Christmas, 
be king of our lives today.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN 
 
O Lord, open our lips   

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Reveal among us the light of your presence   

that we may behold your power and glory. 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all, 

to you be praise and glory forever. 

In your tender compassion 

the dawn from on high is breaking upon us 

 to dispel the lingering shadows of night. 

As we look for your coming among us this day, 

open our eyes to behold your presence 

and strengthen our hands to do your will, 

that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

A SONG OF THE KING'S GLORY-PSALM 24 

1 The earth is the Lord's and all that fills it,  

the compass of the world and all who dwell 

therein. 

2 For he has founded it upon the seas  

and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 'Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord,  

or who can rise up in his holy place?' 

4 'Those who have clean hands and a pure heart,  

who have not lifted up their soul to an idol, nor 

sworn an oath to a lie; 

5 'They shall receive a blessing from the Lord, * 

a just reward from the God of their salvation.' 

6 Such is the company of those who seek him, * 

of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you 

everlasting doors;  

and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 'Who is the King of glory?'  
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'The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord who is 

mighty in battle.' 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you 

everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 

come in. 

10 'Who is this King of glory?'  

'The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.' 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be 

forever. Amen. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before 

us;  let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We have come together in the name of Christ to offer 

our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive 

God's holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 

and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to the 

service of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. To Him 

be the glory now and forever.   

Amen  

 

Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

close at hand.' So let us turn away from our sin and 

turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and 

faith.  

THE CONFESSION  

Lord God, we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from 

our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to 

the joy of your salvation;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your 

sins, and restore you in his image to the praise and 

glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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Blessed is the Lord, for he has heard the voice of our 

prayer; therefore shall our hearts dance for joy and in 

our song will we praise our God.  

THE BENEDICTUS  

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who has 

come to his people and set them free.  

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of 

the house of his servant David.  

Through his holy prophets God promised of old 

to save us from our enemies, from the hands of 

all that hate us, to show mercy to our ancestors, 

and to remember his holy covenant.  

This was the oath God swore to our father 

Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our 

enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy 

and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.  

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the 

Most High, for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of 

salvation by the forgiveness of all their sins.  

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn 

from on high shall break upon us, to shine on 

those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 

death, and to guide our feet into the way of 

peace.  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and 

shall be for ever.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN(Optional) 

 

THE COLLECT  

 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came  
to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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THE BIBLE READINGS-Isaiah 64.1-9,  

1 Corinthians 1.3-9, Mark 13, 24 to end 

THE REFLECTION 

The word "Advent" comes from the Latin "Adventus," 
meaning "coming."  It's a season the Church has 
used to focus not only on the forthcoming Incarnation 
of God in Christ, but also a time, when 'warnings' are 
ushered through Scripture that give us a chance to 
reflect. 

In Mark’s Gospel reading, it is about the return of 
Jesus; the 'second coming' of Christ bringing the final 
judgment on humanity and the final revelation of the 
Kingdom of God.   

What are we to make of these kinds of predictions in 
2020?  

The Second Coming of Christ in the Old Testament 
prophets, the Gospels, the Epistles, the Books of 
Daniel and Revelation have all pointed to a kind of 
cataclysmic day when the world as we know it will 
pass away and the perfect and completed Kingdom 
of God will be ushered in. 

In the Bible, prophets were often in the King’s court 
to advise them of the future, and they generally 

managed to say what the kings wanted to hear. 
However, there were exceptions like Isaiah, Amos, 
Micah, and Jeremiah. Attuned to the will of God, 
what they said would happen, actually did. 
Jesus' disciples were also interested in the future. 
They believed Jesus was God's Messiah to bring in 
God's Glorious Kingdom. Even though the crucifixion 
smothered their hopes, the resurrection fanned the 
embers of their hopes. When will the Kingdom 
come?  
 
Some Christians say that the kingdom has come and 
is yet to come. It has arrived, but it is not yet 
completed. In John's Gospel and Paul's writings , 
Christ had come to them again a second time by 
giving them his Spirit. It was a Spirit of rebirth, a 
Spirit of power and presence, a Spirit of guidance 
and assurance. Although the Kingdom of God had 
not come in its full power and glory, it had come, 
nevertheless, and it did have power and glory. 
 
Don't look here or there for the kingdom, said Jesus, 
for the kingdom is within you. That is, the realities of 
the kingdom do not depend upon external 
acquisitions, but upon internal dispositions. The real 
kingdom, the real domain of the King is the human 
heart. God longs for the love and loyalty of the 
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human heart and mind. When we swear allegiance to 
the King we belong to him, and there is a very real 
sense in which the Kingdom has come already. 
 
As Christians, how do we relate to God and our 
families  and community?  

There has to be a better day when the kingdom of 
God comes, when there is much joy and peace. But 
we live in a world where hope seems distant at times. 
Jesus tells several stories to illustrate his wanting us 
to be alert with our eyes, our ears, our minds, and 
alert with our hearts. Jesus told the story that the end 
of the world being like a thief in the night, whose 
entry into the house was a total surprise. You don’t 
know when the break-in is going to happen. 

So, what then is the purpose of Jesus telling His 
followers about this "last day?"  He goes on; 
"Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake!" 
 
This is a prompt for action. If we consider that a door 
keeper or watchman. A watchman sat in the watch 

tower high above the city, watching for enemy forces 
coming to raid the city or to welcome the arrival of 
friendly kings and his armies. The greatest sin of the 
watchman was to fall asleep and miss what was 
happening. 

Jesus clearly calls out to us “to watch, be alert, don’t 
fall asleep,”. Also, we are not to fall asleep to the 
grand possibilities of God’s wonderful miracles to 
unfold before our eyes. Stay awake. Don’t fall asleep. 

What does that call say to you and me?   

Well, if this world, our lives and gifts are entrusted to 
us by God, then it matters deeply to God that we 
believe in Him and obey Him; that we proclaim Him 
in word and deed. Mother Teresa often reminded her 
sisters that Christians were not called to be 
successful, but they were called to be faithful.  The 
call of Jesus - is not to be perfect...it is not even to 
have success as the world may measure it; it is, 
instead to be faithful - to live in a 'heavenly way,'  - 
whether they be the 'end times' or not.   It matters 
that we take seriously the call to follow Jesus - 
because that was at the core of His teaching.  It 
matters how we treat this world of ours, because God 
calls us to care for His creation.  And it matters 



6 
 

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2004 All of the official Common Worship publications are being published by Church House Publishing. 

 
 

deeply how we treat one another - how we live with 
and how we care for our family, friends, colleagues 
and work mates; and how we treat strangers, the 
hungry, the homeless - the lonely. 

I believe Jesus holds this before us as a reminder of 
who we are called to be and how we are to live in 
relationship with God and one another. To be aware 
of the evil behind us and the goodness of God before 
us. The great sin of a Christian watchman today is to 
fall asleep, to become apathetic or complacent about 
the world around us.  

All Christ asks of us is that we let Him come - let 
"Advent" happen - in our hearts - and in doing so, we 
are empowered to live with our God, our world and 
our fellow humans in a way that will not cause us to 
be afraid or worried or even surprised at the Master's 
return - but overjoyed.  

In Advent, as we turn our hearts toward the coming 
of Jesus, may we pause, and take a deep breath.  By 
God's grace, may we open our eyes to the wonderful 
hope and joy for us in Jesus. Can we perhaps 
commit ourselves, again, to the hope that in Christ, 
life makes sense - even in the darkest of times in the 
year 2020?  

Can we look at the world around us and see the 
blessings of God? Jesus is saying: Watch, be alert. 
Don't quit. I am right here. Keep on going...I love 
you...I am right...here. Amen.  

THE CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
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THE INTERCESSIONS 

(There will be space for other prayers)  

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen  

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 

from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

HYMN  

 

THE CONCLUSION 

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and 

waiting.  

Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

(or) THE GRACE  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 

of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 

 


