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A Service of Readings and Carols 
to celebrate Christmas 

 
 



Welcome & Lighting of the Advent Candle 
by Rev’d Julie James 
 

CAROL 1. The First Nowell  
 
The first “Nowell” the angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 
Born is the King of Israel! 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. 

Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 
Born is the King of Israel! 

Reading 1.  Voices of Angels – Doug Braund 
 
Reading 2.  Advent 1955 – Heather Braund 
 
CAROL 2.  Away in a Manger  

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle til morning is nigh. 

 



Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven, to live with Thee there. 
 

Reading 3.    Christmas Market – Andy Holt 
 
CAROL 3.   It was on a starry night 
 
It was on a starry night  
When the hills were bright  
Earth lay sleeping  
Sleeping calm and still  
Then in a cattle shed  
In a manger bed  
A boy was born  
King of all the world.  

Chorus:  
And all the angels sang for Him  
The bells of heaven rang for Him  
For a boy was born  
King of all the world.  
And all the angels sang for Him  
The bells of heaven rang for Him  
For a boy was born  
King of all the world.  

Soon the shepherds came that way  
Where the baby lay  
And were kneeling  
Kneeling by His side  
And their hearts believed again  
For the peace of men  
For a boy was born  
King of all the world. 



Chorus:  
And all the angels sang for Him  
The bells of heaven rang for Him  
For a boy was born  
King of all the world.  
And all the angels sang for Him  
The bells of heaven rang for Him  
For a boy was born  
King of all the world.  

 
Reading 4.    Preparing for the Day -- Gill Robson 

CAROL 4.  Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world 
The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the world 
The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth 
The Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
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Prayers     Rev’d Anthea Elston 
 
Reading 5.  The Alto’s Lament – Ruth Coates 

Reading 6.    Never Again – Julia Knott 

CAROL 5.  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in the dark street shineth  
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
And fathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God, the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
 
3. How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous Gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 



Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

Reading 7.  Christmas Pudding – Bob James 
 

CAROL 6.    The Holly and the Ivy 

 

The holly and the ivy 

When they are both full grown 

Of all the trees that are in the wood 

The holly bears the crown 

 
O, the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing in the choir 
 
The holly bears a blossom 
As white as lily flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Savior 
 
The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
Any Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 
 
The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas day in the morn 
 
Reading 8.  The Quiet in the Land – David Allen 



CAROL 7.  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing      
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 

 

† Blessing   Rev’d Julie James  † 



A Joyous Christmas and a 

Peaceful New Year to All 

 

 

 

All Saints Hollybush is open for private prayer every Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday and Monday from 9am to 4pm throughout the Christmas 

season.  Do visit if you can and check out more of these fabulous 

Christmas decorations. 


