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Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Birtsmorton and Hollybush 
 

 
A SERVICE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
Welcome - do have a candle, glass of juice/wine and cracker/piece of bread ready, 
and some ashy oil, or just oil to hand. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart you will not despise. 
Psalm 51.17 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
and also with you. 
 
HYMN 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with great 
devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for this by a 
season of penitence and fasting. 

By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the call to repentance and the 
assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in 
devotion to our Lord. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by 
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading 
and meditating on God’s holy word. 
 
THE COLLECT 
Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
 
Holy God, 
our lives are laid open before you: 
rescue us from the chaos of sin 
and through the death of your Son 
bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE READINGS – Psalm 103:1-5 & 13-18 and John 8:1-11 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE REFLECTION – taken from Dust and Glory by David Runcorn 
 
THE LITURGY OF PENITENCE 
 
Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 
 
God the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy on us. 

From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity and hypocrisy; 
from envy, hatred and malice; and from all evil intent, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From sloth, worldliness, and love of money; 
from hardness of heart and contempt for your word and your laws, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From sins of body and mind; 
from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; 
in the hour of death, and at the day of judgement, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy incarnation; 
by your birth, childhood, and obedience; 
by your baptism, fasting, and temptation, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your ministry in word and work; 
by your mighty acts of power; 
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and by your preaching of the kingdom, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your agony and trial; 
by your cross and passion; 
and by your precious death and burial, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your mighty resurrection; 
by your glorious ascension; 
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

Give us true repentance; 
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 
and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 
to amend our lives according to your holy word. 
Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
Make our hearts clean, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. Amen. 
 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

As a sign of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this season of preparation 
for Easter, I invite you to mark on your head in ash the sign of the cross, the symbol of 
our salvation. 
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God our Father, 
you create us from the dust of the earth: 
grant that these ashes may be for us 
   a sign of our penitence 
   and a symbol of our mortality; 
for it is by your grace alone 
that we receive eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 
 
The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 
Risen Lord and Saviour, 
present among us with the wealth of your love, 
cleanse us from sin and give us the faith 
to offer our praise and grow in your grace. 
Amen. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels  
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, who, in your tender mercy, 
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction  
for the sins of the whole world; 
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 
Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, 
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death Lord Jesus until you come in glory.  
 
Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 
in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension 
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
 
Grant that by his merits and death, 
and through faith in his blood, 
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 
and all other benefits of his passion. 
 
Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
to offer you any sacrifice, yet we pray that you will accept this 
the duty and service that we owe. 
 
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 
and fill us all who share in this holy communion 
with your grace and heavenly blessing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
consume 
 
PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Almighty God, 
you have given your only Son to be for us 
both a sacrifice for sin and also an example of godly life: 
give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive these his inestimable gifts, 
and also daily endeavour to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Refresh and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
HYMN  
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Common Worship: Service and prayers for the Church of England material from which is included in this service is copyright © The 
Archbishops Council 2000. 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter material from which is included in this service is copyright © The Central Board of Finance of the Church 
of England 1984, 1986. 


